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Ihe United States Marines Corps, established
in 1798 as a separale service within the
Department of the Mavy, is traditionally known
for |:‘||'|r|_-;-:._'|i:'|g hases, =~.|'|i|‘-*~._ and 11:I[\||.|I'I'|:11iL'

missions, and as a formidable landing lorce
during invasions.

Fhe tirst LS, Marines in the Boston area were
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ment

bought the 35 acres in Charlestown, Massa-
chusctts known as Moulton's Point to create
the Charlestown Navy Yard, Twenty live
vears carlier. Moulton's Point had been the
landing site tor British forces (including the
British Marines. the origzinal mode] for the 1.5,
Marines) al the Baltle ol Bunker Hill

In March 1801 a detail of one sergeant. one
corporal and cight enlisted Marines was sent to
the Charlestown Navy Yard to provide support
for the LSS Comsritnfion until 1@ sanled in
August 1803, On June 5. 1805, the Secretan
of the Mavy established the lirst permanent
Marine detachment at the vard consisting of
one lieutenant, one sergeant, three corporals
and fifteen privales. Un the same date he
directed "a small house built" o serve as o
barracks for the enlisted men,

The Marine Barracks
Charlestown Navy Yard

[he Marine Rarmacks in Charlestown, known
within the Navy Yard as "Quarters 1", ranks
high in the tradition ol the LS. Marine Corps.,
Huilt between 1810 and 1R1L, it is the nation's
oldest surviving L5, Marine barracks building.
The Marine Barracks in Washington, [2.C, was
actually built {irst. in 1801, but the original
building was tom
down and rebuili
Ihe Washington
D.C. barracks is
considered the
oldest L5, Ma-
ring barracks sire
while the Charles-
towin Navy Yard
has the oldest

Marine barmracks

b, Marine Barracks ca. 1880
In its operating period, the Marine detachment
at the Charlestown Navy Yard had 146 com-
manders, beginning with Capuun Henry
Caldwell, and ending in 1974, with Lieculenant
Colonel John K. Yates. Jr. Briefly in 1836, the
Charlestown Navy Yard Marines were com-
mamded I"‘} i non-commissioned officer, Ser-
geant E.C. Young,
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The Charlestown
Mavy Yard
Marine Barracks
butlding was
originally a one
slory center
section flanked
by three story
wings on each ' 1

e
-

side. Enlisied
men occupicd
the center por-
ton and the otficers lived in the spacious
apartmenis on the ends of the building.

M. e L i iy
circa 188

[he center portion has been replaced but the
East and West wings are part of the original
structure

Around 1870, the center was expanded to
three floors and the fourth was added about
1900, The tront porch and stair towers were
added by Works Progress Administration
workers in the 19305 and the porch was en-
closed in during World War [1.

A Marine Barracks is a small tightly knit com-
muntty of Marine Corps men and women. 1n
the Charlestown
Mavy Yard., the
Marine Barracks
Was 115 own
world, The
Marine Corps
personncl slepl.
abe, and social-
ized inside the
buillding. Any personal supplies and services
they needed they could gel from services such
as the exchange and the harber shop which
were located in the barracks building.

Marine Barracks 192

[he barracks al Charlestown was consirucied
in various stages and most of the original
buillding's work was done by the Marines
themselves

During World War 11, with detachments sent o
South Boston, Squantum. Chelsea, |.ock-
waond's Basin, Woods Hole, and Chatham, the

trosop strength
i the Marine
Barracks grew
Lo nineteen
ifTicers and
624 enlisted
men.,

Marine Barracks 1941
[n 1974 the

LS. Government ofTicially closed the
Charlestown Navy Yard (also known as the
Boston Maval Shipvard) and the original 30
acres were transforred to the Nartional Park
Scrvice. Since then. the Marine Barracks has
become an integral part of Boston National
Historical Park

It is part of the mission of Boston National
Historical Park to preserve significant
Charlestown Navy Yard structures such as the
Marine Barracks. Although the interior of the
building has changed. the exterior remains as il
was when
the Mavy
Yard closed
in 1974,
loday. the
names of the
last officers
to reside in
the Marine
Barracks are

Marine Barracks ca.] %)

atill visible. Thev remain n reminder ol the
long history of brave and gallant service pro-
vided by the LS. Marine Corps personnel
who protecied the Charlestown Navy Yard and
preserved American democracy.
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